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Bideford Buzz
A free community newsletter for Bideford, Northam, Appledore, Westward Ho!, Lundy and villages west as far as Hartland

Bideford Buzz is produced by a team of volunteers with practical assistance from Torridge District Council, Torridge Voluntary Services, Bideford Town Council,
Bideford Bridge Trust, South West Foundation, Devon County Council & Bideford Freemasons. If you are interested in helping to produce or distribute this newsletter
we would be pleased to hear from you. Please note that for advertisements there is a charge from £15 per box per month. Cheques payable to Bideford Buzz Newsletter
Group. All items for inclusion should be sent  by the 15th of the month to the Editor, Rose Arno.

Email: editor@bidefordbuzz.org.uk, Mobile: 07929 976120 or c/o Torridge Voluntary Services, 14 Bridgeland St., EX39 2QE. Visit www.bidefordbuzz.org.uk.C
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Follow us on

Bideford Town CouncilNortham Town Council

Bideford
Freemasons

Bideford
Lions

(Cartoon © Michael Darling)

Help us find the
lost bunnies of

Bideford ...
See page 2

Happy Easter to all
our readers.

Would you like to subscribe to Bideford Buzz?

P For only £16 a year or £10 for six months.

P Have  Buzz delivered to your door.

P Keep family and friends informed of what is going on in Bideford.

P Why not make a gift of a subscription?

P If your family and friends have moved away keep them in touch with a subscription 

P to the Bideford Buzz.

P Please ask for more information regarding sending Buzz abroad.

P Make sure you never miss out on your Bideford Buzz by subscribing.

P Form and further details available on Page 3.  
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Book News
Kisses on a postcard by Terence Frisby (discussed by
Bideford Library Readers' Group)
Although this was not a  literary masterpiece, most of the group
enjoyed the book about London evacuees(vackies)  transported to
Cornwall at the outbreak of the Second World War. The title referred
to the postcard to be sent back to their mother in London and was a
sort of code. One kiss meant come and get me, 2 meant it was ok
and 3 nice. From the beginning the experience  was 'brilliant,'  so
they were amongst the lucky ones who were billeted with loving and
caring foster parents, Auntie Rose and Uncle Jack ( and  incidentally
they covered the postcard in kisses)
I had reservations about this book because I felt that while of no
particular literary merit it had managed to be a very successful book.
My view  was that there were many books on the same subject
which didn't make the best seller list, or indeed were not published at all .
I also felt there was a slightly distorted view of country living. There was an assumption that the 
vackies had discovered the delights of the countryside all on their own and that the actual country 
dwellers  were unaware of what was around them.However he does get some of his London 
cockiness knocked out of him by Uncle Jack.
  Some members of the group felt the book was unnecessarily sadistic with descriptions of killings 
of wild animals. This would seem to come naturally to country people who needed, especially in 
wartime, to be self sufficient.
It was however in the main,  a pleasant and nostalgic read,  with some very sad moments, 
prompting at least an hour's concentrated discussion.  RA
Bideford Readers' Group meets on the 1st Wednesday of the  month at Bideford Library at 2pm.
Next month we shall be discussing 'The summer of drowning' by John Burnside.

(As often happens with Buzz this timely article came in just after I wrote this review.)

Memories of an evacuee.
With time on my hands, I have been trying to trace people who were part of my youth – over 70
years ago! Knowing only her maiden name, and not having seen or heard of her since the end of
WW2, I spent several hours on the Internet before coming up with a possible match.  I then wrote
to a ‘Mrs June Sims’ who, as a child, could have been evacuated to Appledore with her parents,
and billeted with us, having lost their home during the Plymouth Blitz.
About a week later I received a letter from June – yes, I had found her!  Below is what she had to
say about her time in North Devon which my sister Enid and I found fascinating

……………………………………………………………………………………..
What a surprise your letter was - received the day after my 85th birthday.  Yes I am the June
Randle that was (now Sims).  I remember Appledore well and your Mum, Dad and Enid with the
blonde bob and you and your pigtails.  Also remember the lovely smell of bread baking where your
Dad worked, and Dulcie who lived in the big house opposite – we both caught the bus to Stella
Maris Convent and often she brought me a lovely apple from her garden.  Such happy memories
and best school-days of my life (only 18 in class!!!), Greek dancing on the lawn.  I was rather
overwhelmed at first, having wanted to go to Edgehill College and being a Protestant – but the
sisters were so kind and welcoming and, knowing we had been bombed out and lost our home in
the Plymouth Blitz (being bombed every day and night – how did we stay alive?), they reduced my
school fees!!!  Also remember catching crabs on the quay with bacon rinds.

After 12 months my parents returned to Plymouth and I then lived with my dancing teacher and her
parents Mr & Mrs Jordan who kept the New Inn at Instow.
Although worried about Mum and Dad going back to Plymouth, was well looked after and very
happy, walking on the beach each day after school with Joan and the dog, gathering driftwood for
the range – Mrs Jordan made the best chocolate sponge ever – I think the farmers visiting the pub
helped her out with eggs etc.  Also having stew with spaghetti and tomatoes to make it stretch I
suppose, the things we remember.  Mum also used to make pasties on a Tuesday and come and
meet me and we used to go to the park and eat them. (Always hid my velour hat as we were not
allowed to eat out of doors!!!)
����

(sent in by Cis Snowden.)
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EASTER SERVICES IN APRIL 

AT ST MARY’S CHURCH BIDEFORD 

PALM SUNDAY AND EASTER SERVICES 

Everyone is most welcome to our Palm Sunday and Easter services:
PALM SUNDAY 13 April

Procession with palms leaving Kingsley Statue at 9.30 am walking to St
Mary’s for the service at 10 am – and being led by a pony! During the

service children will make an Easter Garden.
EASTER EVE Saturday 19 April at 8 pm

Easter Vigil with the first Eucharist of Easter.
EASTER SUNDAY 20 April at 10 am

Family Communion, including an Easter egg hunt for the children.   
Enquiries to St Mary’s Church Office, 9 Church Walk, Bideford, EX39 2BP

Tel 01237 474078.



6

K SK S

Outstanding achievements, 
outstanding individuals.

Nursery | Pre School | Junior School | Senior School | Sixth Form

happy days                                                         
*A level results: 49% at A*, A and B*

*95% of Sixth Form go on to university*
*Outstanding Dyslexia Centre*

*Stunning surf beaches on doorstep*
*Home-from-home Boarding*
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Felicity’s Fish Cookery through the seasons  -  April
This year, Easter is very late  -   Easter Sunday is 20th  so there is plenty of time
to plan some lovely Fish recipes for Good Friday and the Holiday.
We will be cooking and tasting an interesting range at “Fish $ Easter” dishes at
the cookery session at Bideford College on Thursday 3rd April 6.30-9.00. 
Please book and come along as this an opportunity to cook and taste and take a
dish home for the family, thanks to support from  the Petroc/ FLAG “Tipping the
scales” programme.Also at Bideford College  a “Family Fish” Event is planned
with a fish demonstration, DVD and quiz on “Herring fishing in Clovelly ”cooking session and taster 
lunch  on Friday morning 11th April. Brillant fish  will be back in the Pannier market on Friday 25th 
April. 
Here is a Jack Munro from the Waitrose Kitchen magazine. This recipe is cheap and healthy and 
uses the last of the wonderful root vegetables. She made it for herself and  her son when she kept 
them both on £10.00 a week!

Fish with root vegetable Tagine -a Moroccan 
dish to make in a tagine, casserole dish  or a 
large pan. To serve 4
White fish Pollack, Coley, Cod or Haddock- 
frozen local fish portions can be used
1tbsp vegetable oil
I onion sliced
I small chilli-finely sliced
1 tsp. ground cumin, turmeric, paprika
I potato, and I carrot peeled and cut into 2cm 
chunks(or any root vegetable available)
Chicken or vegetable stock cube
Lemon juice
1 400gm chopped tomatoes
1 205gm can or Mandarin oranges in fruit juice

I handful of parsley and mint leaves (chopped)
Method
1.  Heat the oil in a large pan or heatproof 
casserole dish, add the onion, chilli and spices, 
cooking for 23 minutes until softened slightly.
2.  Add the cubed potatoes and carrot, crumbled 
stock cube, stirring to combine.
3.  Stir in the chopped tomatoes, mandarins in 
their juices and the lemon juice. Bring to the boil 
and gently simmer for about 15minutes, top up 
with water if required.
4. Add the large cubes of fish and simmer for 5 
minutes. Check vegetables and fish is cooked 
5. Take off the heat and stir through the chopped 
herbs, breaking up the fish slightly.
Serve with couscous and steamed broccoli .

Details  of  courses and booking-www.petroc.ac.uk/fish.  or  tel.  Victoria  Mahoney 01271 338125
Next Month  “Delicious sustainable summer fish and shellfish”

****************************************************************************************************************

100 Years Ago  
This month we are looking at the changes that are coming to transportation.
An April  edition of the newspaper contained a report from the Magistrates
Court  of  a man who was charged with “using a broken down horse” and
subjecting it to cruelty.  In his defence the man said that the owner of the
horse was at home ill and in need of an income. To help out, the defendant
had taken the horse and wagon out to do some work not realising how out of
condition the animal had become. The magistrate fined him a
modest amount and was assured the horse had been restored

to better health again.In the classifieds section a local farmer advertised his pony and
trap for sale as he had recently acquired a new motor car as his personal transport.
There are a number of advertisements for various forms of personal transport. Ford
are  advertising  a  ‘universal  car’  from  £125.  Triumph  Motors  are  not  only
manufacturing motor cycles but also bicycles under the slogan ‘a quiet spin’. Raleigh
bicycles can be purchased from £5 19s 6d from G Boyle, High Street, Bideford.

The state of North Devon roads were considered “a deplorable state of
affairs” according to the Mayor, Mr S R Chope. A lorry had broken its back
axle  on  the  road between Bideford  and  Hartland and Bideford  Urban
District  Council  passed  a  resolution  “That  this  Council  desires  the
attention of the Devon County Council to the dangerous condition of the
road between Bideford and Hartland and is strongly of the opinion that an inspection of
the road should be made by a committee of the County Council.  It is of the opinion
that the consequences to the trade of the town of Bideford and North Devon generally
will  be disastrous if  drastic and prompt measures are not taken to made the road
passable”.  (Not much has changed over the years then!)
This  and other  items of  interest  are available from Bideford & District  Community
Archive, Windmill Lane, Northam.   Tel: 01237 471714 
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SAMARITANS 
 

Samaritans is a confidential 
emotional support service. 

 
The service is available 24 hours a day 

for people who are experiencing feelings 
of distress or despair, including those 

which may lead to suicide. 
 

LOCAL BRANCH: 
BARNSTAPLE 

 

01271 37 43 43 
 

NATIONAL HELPLINE No. 
08457 90 90 90 

 
Real People – Real Lives - Real Difference 

 
Charity No. 261807 

 

 
SOUNDS INTERESTING 

CDs and DVDs 
17 High Street, Bideford EX39 2AA 

01237 238 370 
 

soundsinteresting@onebillinternet.co.uk 

 

  
 

We now have a second shop in  
Bideford at 49 Mill Street where  

you will find a range of 
 T shirts, hoodies, mugs and other 

 licensed merchandise. 
 

INDEPENDENT, LOCAL &  
PROUD OF IT. 

Our head office is right in in Bideford, 
 not in Luxembourg ! 

49 Mill Street, Bideford EX39 2JR

T-Shirts

Hoodies

Mugs

and other licensed merchandise



The Yuletide Logs – 30 years on.

Now in his early sixties, the call for 
Yuletide logs fell upon him once again.

He’d seen the giant log earlier in the 
month while walking with a friend along a tidal 
river’s companion footpath. The ‘log’ was almost 
a tree, on closer inspection it was old and dry, 
despite being touched by the occasional spring 
tide that would flow a few miles upstream. 
It was probably the river that once carried 
his tree to its resting place just yards down 
the stony banked slope of the long disused 
railway track, and separated from the main river 
by a hundred yards or so of salt marsh. 
The ‘log’ was probably thirty yards long and a 
good foot across at the thickest end; it had 
locked itself by thinner but usable branches into 
the estuary mud and under the shelter of a 
row of weather stunted track side trees that 
overhung the marsh.

Wood burner stoves had changed much 
in thirty years and were increasingly popular due 
to a steeply rising price in gas and electricity. A 
fuel shortage in the world seemed imminent. In 
North Devon a log shortage also seemed 
imminent according to regular log burning 
enthusiasts in the pub as they reported sparse 
finds on their forays into the wilderness. All the 
easy wood was gone, collected, cut, chopped 
and no doubt already burned by new owners of 
log burners, all fearing that the wood was 
running out, and of course the evidence was all 
around; previously ‘rich in pickings’ logging 
grounds were now only populated by the empty 
handed log hunters themselves.
The ‘log’, our log, … his log, was so far safe, but 
for how long? It was a good mile away down the 
track from where his car could be parked. 
Christmas was coming and coming apace; the 
log must be saved from marauding Yuletide log 
snatchers. He must act.
  He had lunch in the Royal Hotel,
 changed into old clothes in the car park, 
donned woolly hat and gloves, picked up the 
trusty bow saw and set off steadily westward on 
the winter frosted track.

It seemed to be further along than he 
remembered as his eyes scanned the tidal 
debris hiding under the bank and trees; 
fortunately the log's position was roughly land 
marked by a big white house across the river on 
the opposite bank and it was a relief to find his 
log still there.

Less nimble ... if he ever had been 
nimble ..... and so as not to slip with it in hand 
he threw the saw through the broken wire fence 
on to the salt-marsh below, then he carefully
 worked his body under the rusty but still stout 
British Rail fencing wires, his feet now with a 
will of their own sliding down the steep slope; 
he hung on to the wire with his hands; the
 whole process, to a casual observer, 

resembling the activities of an inebriated orang-
utan in tramp's clothing; at last he obtained an 
upright posture, feet firmly settling into the salt 
marsh mud.

There she was, the log, the great log, 
 half hidden under fresh tide delivered flotsam; he 
used his ageing strength and weight to roll the 
log for a convenient cut.

Convenient cut? The bow saw struggled     
to make any effect on the hard wood;
 even the low angle of cut had the tip of the saw 
driving into the estuary mud .. .... in good 
company with his boots and knees. He stopped 
several times to stand, rest and stare up and 
down the river as if doing so would materialise 
the chainsaw and trailer needed for this job. 
Neither appeared and thought alone wasn't going 
to cut the log so he struggled on slowly and cut 
twice so as to give him two good pieces and 
leave enough for three more another day. He 
dare not cut the remainder for fear of pillagers 
taking advantage ... no, it was best left in one big 
awkward lump, he covered the evidence with a 
little mud and few leaves and orang-utanged his 
way back up the slope and on to the track.

Now the mile trek with heavy burden back 
to the car. 
About halfway he was stopped by an old lady out 
for a walk, she enquired of directions as 
to how she could return to the town by a 
different route. She was in no rush to ask, or to 
hear the answer, obviously the chap in front of 
her could stand there all day holding those logs 
on his shoulder. He gave her his best advice and 
continued the step by step struggle homewards. 
A dog came by, with a keen look at his logs. He'd 
noticed before that dogs, often out that way for a 
walk, were never put off by the size of the 'stick' a 
man might carry, they would often look longingly 
at his logs and plead with their eyes that they 
should have it to play with, their body language 
screamed, 'come on mate chuck us that stick, 
come on give us a go, I can do it',   ... 'not 
blooming likely', he thought, 'get yer own.'

Some painstaking while later, the logs 
were enjoying their first automobile trip and being 
driven home in luxury to be prepared for the 
Yuletide ceremony.

The day had come, the fire was kindled, 
small sticks crackled with delight as young 
flames and sparks danced above,  then the log  
itself, cut to size. Slowly the log warmed to its 
task and turned from mottled brown to cherry red; 
the sun of many years that had lain dormant in 
the log was now released and rays of yellow 
orange sunshine poured into the room from the 
flames.

As the orang-utan in him settled into his 
comfy chair, feet stretched out to greet the 
warmth, the 'burner' of the logs sighed and truly 
appreciated the effort of the 'fetcher' of the logs, 
'good chap' he thought, ‘well done',  and his heart 
gave thanks to the great log of the salt marsh.

 Richard Small
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Bideford Film Society

The Book Thief (12A)
Kingsley School - Friday 4th and Saturday 5th April 2014 - Doors open 7:00, film starts 7:30pm

Non-Stop (12A)
Kingsley School - Friday 11th and Saturday 12th April 2014 - Doors open 7:00, film starts 7:30pm
300: Rise of an Empire (15)
Kingsley School - Friday 18th and Saturday 19th April 2014 - Doors open 7:00, film starts 7:30pm
This film will be shown in 35mm, and may well be the last ever opportunity to see a film in 35mm as part of 
our mainstream programme at Kingsley School. We will have an 'open door' policy in the projection room, 
where viewers may, if they're interested, come in to see all the old equipment working in the time-honoured 
way - somewhat akin to riding on the footplate of a steam engine in the final days of steam locomotion on the 
railway!
The Lego Movie (U).
Kingsley School - Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th April – Doors open 4:30pm, film starts 5.00pm 

On Friday 25 and Saturday 26 April at Kingsley School we hope to have The Grand Budapest Hotel (15) 
 Doors open 7.00pm, film starts 7.30pm.    Please check local press for confirmation.

The Tarka Pipe Band, Bideford
The Tarka Pipe Band was formed in 2010 and is based in Bideford, supporting the town playing at 
many  events. We meet every Sunday night between 6pm and 9pm at the Pollyfield Centre, East 
the Water. We have a large practice hall which is big enough to march in. We are a  friendly group 
and will welcome new members whether they play the Bagpipes or Drums. If you don’t play either 
or can’t read music, we are able to teach you.
 On the other hand you may just like to visit  and chat about bagpipes or drums, the music or the 
Band. We can supply you with a Practice Chanter or a Drum Pad to try out and  when you are 
ready,  a uniform. The Band will welcome you, whatever your age or ability. 
The Pollyfield Centre is easy to locate and has ample parking. There’s a Bar inside selling drinks 
and snacks, tea or coffee. Join the new learners and learn to play either Pipes or Drums. We will 
look forward to seeing you! 
Find us at : www.tarkapipeband.moonfruit.com, or  on Facebook! 
Darren Hooper (Secretary) Mob: 07851523761 or Gordon Adam (Treasurer) Mob: 
07879203694

TORRIDGE BRANCH SPRING FAYRE SATURDAY 12TH APRIL & PARKINSON'S
AWARENESS WEEK 7-13th APRIL 2014

SPRING FAYRE
Torridge Branch – Parkinson's UK

at Weare Giffard Village Hall, nr Bideford
on Saturday 12th April, from 10:00am to 1:00pm

---------------------------------------------------
Entrance £1.50, to include a cup of tea / coffee

Children under 12 enter free
Auction of Promises,cakes,bric a brac, plants, raffle,
books,tombola, cream teas  and much more!

  Refreshments will be available accompanied
by music from local band Swanswood. To be opened
at 10am by Nick Beer from The Voice Radio Station.

   “Parkinson’s takes away control.  Your
understanding can give some back.”  During Parkinson's
Awareness Week, April 7th – 13th   please share our campaign to
help more people understand Parkinson's If people understand Parkinson's better they 
can help give control back to people with the condition. For further information please 
contact Julie Jones, Secretary, Parkinson’s UK (Torridge Branch) on 01237 478128. 
or visit http://www.parkinsons.org.uk/  
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Ship 
(Loaded and 
discharged at 
Yelland)

 Registered 
Flag Owners

From To Arrived Sailed Crew Cargo 
loaded 

Sylve  
ex Vios 2001
 Morgenstod 2  97

Built 1990 

Estonian  
Limassol
 Cyprus

   Wicklow                           Wismar 02/03/14 03/03/14 Russian 
Estonian

2300 tons
timber

Celtic Pioneer                   
Ex Claus Jurgens 
93                                                                                 
Leeswig 06                    
Built1985

British
Cardiff
British

Glensanda Plymouth 06/03/14 08/03/14 Polish 3300 tons 
chippings

Loaded and 
discharged At 
Bideford

Zita*   Built 1997                                    
ex Alserbach 13               
Claudia Isabell 00��

�*This is the largest 
ship in terms of 
deadweight to 
berth at Bideford.�����

German
St Johns
Antigua & 
Barbuda

Cardiff Castellon 02/03/14 04/03/14 Russian
Philipino

2860 tons
clay

Welsh Piper   19/2/14  (at Yelland)
Oldenburg has been to Sharpness 12.11.13 for drydocking, returns to service  1st April ; she has been on a few cargo runs 
during the winter. 
Arco Dart at Appledore 5.3.14  6.3.14
The Irish patrol vessel LE Samuel Beckett being built at Appledore  sailed on the 15th March for her first sea trials seen 
crossing the bar at 05.35.
According to the Journal  website the cruise ship Prisendam is due off Ilfracombe 26th July for a visit - has been here before. 
Visit subject to weather conditions.
A report in the Gazette that the Kathleen & May is to make a visit to Bideford in August ; will give further details when known. 
The tug Goliath alongside Bideford quay 31.1.14/15.3.14  to tow the barge Southern Beaver from Yelland oil jetty  to 
Southampton. This is the second visit to the River since she was built in 1956 as the MSC Simitar at Appledore. She has not 
been able to sail because the wind has been in excess of Force 4 which is the limit of her  operating capabilities.

Bristol Channel Observations
15/2/14 at 11.03  vehicle carrier Toreador 22098 tons d.w. owners Wilhelmsen Line Car Carriers Southampton. outward 
bound from Portbury having sailed at18.48. 14.2.14 she passed very slowly due to very heavy weather conditions
16/2/14 At  10.21 vehicle carrier Centaurus Leader 21471 tons d.w,  owners Nippon Yusen Kaisha Japan, inward bound for 
Portbury.
19/2/14 at 09.05  cargo vessel Monica Meuller 3723 tons d.w, owners Otto A Muller Schiffahrt GMBH Germany, inward 
bound for Sharpness 
21/2/14 at 12.45  vehicle carrier Autosun 6670 tons d.w owners UECC Unipessoal Ltd Mareira,  inward bound for Portbury.
22/2/14 At 06.30  with all her deck lights on, the cruise ship Discovery 20216 gross tons owners All Leisure Holidays Ltd 
inward bound for Avonmouth. At 13.40  cargo vessel Ciudad de Cadiz 3500 tons d.w owners Anita 2 SNC France, inward 
bound for Portbury  to discharge cars ;normally carries  airbus parts.At 13.14  the cargo vessel Andre W 5200 tons d.w 
owners Andre W GMBH & Co K.G. Germany outward bound from Newport having sailed at 11.30  23.2.14.
24/2/14 at 08.15 vehicle carrier Morning Menad 12300 tons d.w owners Eukor Car Carriers Inc South Korea,   inward bound 
for Portbury. 
 26/2/14 at 09.04  container vessel Endeavour 9612 tons d.w, owners J.R Shipping  Netherland,  inward bound for 
Avonmouth, still running late from her normal weekend schedule arrival. At 18.20  cargo vessel Zita 4490 tons d.w owners 
Abrams Schiffahrts GMBH & Co. Germany, inward bound for Cardiff with 4000 tons cat litter. Her next voyage is loading clay 
at Bideford for discharge at Castellon.
1/3/14 at 12.05 cargo vessel Pretty Universe 35000 tons d.w owners Pretty Universe Shipping SA Hong Kong inward bound 
for Newport. 
3/3/14 at 10.20  vehicle carrier Maple Ace 2  15361 tons d.w owners Mitsui OSK Lines Japan inward bound for Portbury.
4/3/14 at 07.55  cargo vessel Fri Ocean 3400 tons d.w owners Kopervik Shipping AS Norway,  inward bound for Sharpness.
6/3/14 at 08.58  cargo vessel Eva Maria Meuller 3722 tons d.w owners Otto A Muller Schiffahrt GMBH Germany inward 
bound for Sharpness.
8/3/14 at 15.05  vehicle carrier Grande Mediterrraneo 18427 tons d.w owners Grimaldi Line of Italy,  inward bound for 
Portbury.
10.3.14 at 07.17  vehicle carrier Euro Spirit 15483 tons d.w owners Nissan Motor Car Carriers Japan,  inward bound for 
Portbury. At 15.02  bulk carrier Goya 75759 tons d.w owners A.S.  J. Ludwig Mowinckels Rederi Norway,  inward bound for 
Portbury

Regards
Norman

THE SHIPPING NEWS
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Buzz Word    Send us your Buzzes. (Address on front page.)

Dressing the Churchyard
Easter Saturday, April 19th 2014
If you have family or friends with a grave 
or memorial in St Margaret’s Churchyard, 
please visit on Easter Saturday – maybe 
bring a bunch of flowers to dress the grave.
If you sometimes visit the Churchyard on 
your way through Northam, perhaps to 
sit and rest awhile, you are also very welcome 
to come.You may like to bring flowers
 to dress graves which are more ancient.
Tea, coffee and cake will be served in the
 Church from 11am – 3pm.
We look forward to welcoming you�

Nightwalk
The women only moonlit walk in aid of North 
Devon Hospice   17th May: Tarka Trail (walks of 
6, 7, 11, 17 or 18 miles between Braunton, 
Barnstaple, Bideford and Torrington)
Your participation and support has never been 
more valuable.Whether you are taking part in 
fancy dress, walking in memory of a loved one, 
or just coming to enjoy the amazing atmosphere, 
we hope you will join us for an unforgettable 
evening. North Devon Hospice are celebrating 
our 30th anniversary in 2014, but it is only with 
your support that we can provide our specialist 
care to local people affected by cancer and 
other life-limiting illnesses. Rally your friends 
and family.You can sign up today by visiting 
www.nightwalk.co.uk.  Or please call 01271 
347224 for a paper registration form. 

Big Breakfast events will take place this month 
throughout North Devon and Cornwall borders, in  
many locations.  All you need to do is come 
along to your local Big Breakfast event and 
enjoy a delicious meal, all profits from which will 
be donated to North Devon Hospice. It couldn’t 
be simpler!Please come along and support your 
local Big Breakfast at:Beach Café, Westbourne 
Terrace, Westward Ho! Saturday 12th April 
9.30am-2.00pm  Come along and enjoy a lovely 
Big Breakfast from £4.25p

New Season at Hartland Farmers’ Market
Hartland Farmers’ Market starts again on April 
6th. Stalls will be selling the best local meat, 
game and fish, bread, organic fruit and 
vegetables, cheeses, honey, pies and pasties, 
pates and preserves, cakes and cookies . . . you 
name it! The Renowned Farmers’ Café will again 
be open for business, selling its best full English 
sourced from market traders. There will be 
vegetarian options, and lighter bites for smaller 
appetites.
The market offers a free stall to local charities at 
each market. The April charity stall has been 
donated to ‘See Hear’, a charity for people with 
sight or hearing loss. They have a mobile unit 
that comes to Hartland once a month.
The markets will run on the first Sunday of the 
month (April – September), 10am – 1pm, in the 
Parish Hall, and the Christmas Market taking 
place on December 21.For more details, or to 
book a stall, contact Rod Landman on 441 786.

Bradazzle”
Entertainment group “Bradazzle” comprises 15 
players from North Devon, who provide a fun 
evening of song and laughter with their musical 
and comedy revue. Their aim is to raise funds for 
local community projects and village halls, and 
various charities, by providing a free 
entertainment show. The group includes some 
members of The Torridge Male Voice Choir, 
Mishmash and Peculiar Folk, all popular singing 
groups in the area.  Any community wanting a 
show (at no cost) should contact Andy on 01237 
440055 and “Bradazzle” will see what they can 
do.
The Black Death (March Buzz)
Reference Buzz September 2012  page 2 :-
"In late May 1646 three young sons of a local 
surgeon called Revening played on a shipload 
of merino wool from Spain. A few days later they
sickened and died, becoming Bideford's first 
victims of the plague which lasted from June 8th 
1646 until the 18th of June 1647. 'In a few 
weeks the houses were full of horror and the 
streets became covered in grass'."
Roger Sugar
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Tarka Valley Railway Group 
Spring Gala.
Torrington station aka The Puffing 
Billy!12 -13 April 10am – 5pm. Why 
not liven up the school hols by 
bringing the kids to see our diesel 
locomotive ‘Progress’ trundling 
along, and gaze at a beautifully 
detailed operating model layout of 
Torrington station in the heyday of 
steam trains.  Ring Phil Simkin on 
01805 623050 or visit our website.

The Walk of Witness, which 
Christians Together in Bideford 
and District organise each Good 
Friday, will change its route this 
year to finish  at the Bideford 
Methodist Church, because  
they  are celebrating their 
Centenary this year.

Lions Club of Bideford
Charity Fashion Show by 
M&Co
Date: 8th April - 7 p.m.
Location - M&Co, 13/15 High 
Street Bideford EX39 2AE   
Price - £5.00 Please apply 
for tickets at 01271-549017 
or at   01271-8588

Encore! help raise funds for 
charitable organisations by 
performing excerpts from 
musicals and operettas.Their 
next Concert will be at St. Mary’s 
Church, Bideford on Saturday 
10th May at 7.30 pm.   Tickets 
are £5, free for children under 12 
from the Parish Office: 01237 
474078 or on the door.  
Refreshments available during 
the interval.

RIP
Brian Lacey
We were very sorry to learn of 
the death of Brian Lacey Ward 
member for East the Water from 
2007-2011   and a loyal 
supporter  and contributor to 
Buzz.

Tony Benn
As a small tribute to Tony Benn 
we quote the following extract 
from his diaries 2001/7  More 
time for Politics  where he 
mentions a visit to Bideford.  

Friday 16th July 2004
'Ruth (Ruth Winstone, editor of 
his diaries who lives in Bideford ) 
gave a party for me at her house 
in a cobbled lane in what they 
call 'East the Water' over the 
bridge from Bideford. Her 
parents and her twin sister, her 
neighbours, Mrs Blight and Mrs 
Wilson who is 91 and still walks 
up the hill every day; Jon and 
Bridget who live on the hill.Some 
of the lads from the Appledore 
Shipyard -Dick Matthews and 
Gary Cook with his wife Heather.  
Sue Robinson who is the 
features editor of the North 
Devon Journal was there ; Dr 
Peter Scott,a retired surgeon of 
73 and Ron who worked on 
Ruth's house and Kathy. Also 
some local politicians; Councillor 
Hugo Barton and his wife Jinny 
who are Liberal Democrats, and 
Councillor William Isaac, an 
Independent. I was looking 
everywhere for a chair, so I sat 
on the stairs.'  Previously he had 
visited Appledore shipyard and 
Bideford Library for their 
Readers' group.

16

April Diary 2014 continued


